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Site Name: Pel!@ $bigv,rd CEBCUSIDl·IAQ058475419 

Address. Industrial Boulevard 

City/County or Parish/State/Zip Cede: Houmarrerrebonne/LA 

Report Type. Date. and Auther: SIP. June 16, 1996. ARCS 
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WESTON complc:&m &he SIP site reeoonaissance on 12 July 1994. The 40-acre sire is part of 
a large industrial park covering approximately 165 acres in southeastem Houma, Louisiana. The 
industrial park 0ccupies hmd between a boat slip and Bayou La Carpe. Bayou La Cupe 
provides access to the Gulf of Mexico through the Houma bn:ercoasral Waterway. EBl 
purchued 110 acres of the park in 1985 and currendy leases part of it to other industries. TIie 
site is surmunded by Gemoco to the north, Christie Industries to the 50utheast, and Offshore 
Diving, Salvaging, and Blasung Company to the west. EBI maintains an active fabrication 
plant/office building on-site. 

DS owned the site prior to EBI; the year operations began at the site is unknown. DS consisted 
of a barge gas-freein1 operation and a cleaning and repairing facility for small c:argo vesse!s_ 
fishing vessels, ang oil barges. The ps freeing operation was required bem!!se die vc,s,-ls had 
to he certified vapor free by the U.S. Coast Guard before repair work could commence. As part 
of the gas-freeing process, the vessels were steam-cleaned and the oily wastes wae remow.d. 
The pnerared oils and wastewater were sent through a separation process after which the wasle 
oil was recovered and sold. \\'astes were stored in slll'face impoundments on-site. Two small 
wasae pits, located approximately lOO feet east of the fabrication building, were sampled and 
closed in 1984 under the supervision or the Louisiana Department of Environment Quality 
(LDEQ) Hazardous Waste Division. Two monitoring wells are reponedly located around the 
closed pits; however, during the site reconnaissance, only one could be located. The pits were 
reportedly used to dispose of waste oil and oil field drilling material. A Site Plan Map is 
provided in Attachment 1 as Figure 3. 

The DS site contains old gas-stripping equipment (i e. 1 storage tanks, separator, boUer) left 
behind from the former QPCration. The two closed waste oil surface impoundments are now a 
parking lot used by EBI employees. Four lar1er pits are located approximately 800 feet SQllth. 
of the fabrication buildin3 and are surmunded by dense \'Cgeta-tion. One pit is locamcl west and 
the other three are located east or Plant Shell Road. According to a Wink F.ngineering sampling 
report in 1985, the pit west of the road is actually three pits in series that have been covered 
over with fill material. For the purposes of this Phase Ill report, these pits are considered one 
single pit. The tllree pits east of the road are exposed aud covered wiih a crusty black 
substance. At the dme of the site reconnaissance, ram water containing an oily sheen was pooled 
on the surface of the pits. 

The groundwater, soil. and surface water miaration pathways are of concern at the site because 
of possible hazardous constituents being released to these pathways. 

Previous investigations at the DS sire include the following: 

• • • 
A Site lnspeetion (SI) by &nlogy & Environment, Inc. on 11 March 1981 . 
A SI by The Earth Technology Corporation on 12 September 1984 . 
A sampling repon by Wink Engineering in July 1985 . 

THIS DOCUMENT WAS PRl!PAJU!D BY ROY F WBSTON. ~c EXl'RSSSLY FOR EPA. rr SHALL HUI' 1B ltl!LBAED OR DIICLOIBD IN 
WHOLB OR IN PAIT wrmour THB EXnESS. WRrrreN PBRMIISION OP EPA. • 
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Pba.se WDATA 

Additional site informatim rcs.ulting from Ph11e III SIP efforu (information/data gathering/site 
reconnaissance/sampling mission) is described below. 

Identification ang Location of Groundwater wens 
WESTON used file information from EPA VI and contacted the Louisiana Depanment of 
Transportation (LOOT) for information on waler wells within a I-mile radius of the site. LDOT 
mes indicate seveiil monitonng wells and I ng supply well are located wiDiln a I-mile iadius 
of the site. The ng supply well 1s plugged and abandoned. ne closest welts are three 
monitoring wells localed 2,000 feet to die nonlleast of the site. 1bey arc owned by Torch 
Energy and are completed in the Mississippi River Alluvial Aquifer Confining Unit. They wae 
drilled in 1990 and range from 7 to 10 feet deep. A 'Waler Wd:l Location Map is provided in 
Attachment 1 as Figure 4. 

Determination of Surface \;'ater Intakes Within the I1t1et Distance Limit 

WESTON contacted Bryu Sampey, Plant Manager at the Houma District 3 \\.'ater Plant, ta 
determine surface wateF intakes within the ts mile stream flow Target Distanee Limit (l'DL). 
lbe plant is located near the confluence of the Houma Navigational Canal and Bayou Black:. 
Mr. Sampey stated that the Houma plant takes i&s water from the Houma Navigational Canal. 
The canal is tidally influenced and saltwacer intrusion is a problem. The plant uses Bayou Black 
as a secondary source of water when saltwater intrusion occurs in the canal. Accordin& to Mr. 
Sampey, the plant serves an estimated 30.000 people. The plant lies 2,55 stream miles upstream 
of the PPE; however, the canal is tidally influenced and therefore contaminants fmm the DS site 
could possibly mi1nte towards the water plant. 

J4ent1tication and Location of Wetlands and sensitive Enyironrnents 

Surface water runoff dram mg from the site flows into Bayou La Carpe. Bayou La Carpe mtcn 
the Houma Navigational Canal just south of the site. Accordmg to the Houma, Louisiana, 7 .5~ 
minute wedands map, the Houma Navtgat1onal Canal is bordered by extensive wetland areas. 
A Surface warcr Pathway Map is provided in Attachment I as Figure 5. 

Site AcQi$$ibility 

Based on the WBTON Phase HI site reconnaissance and samplin&; mission, the site is fairly 
accessible to the general public by both vehicle and foot. However, the site is located in an 
industrial park and the land has little or no recreational value. 

Determination of Population by Distance Rin1s 

During the Phase Ill effort. WESTON determined the population wilhin target distances using 
the Geographical E1'posure Modeling System (GEMS) Database. According to GEMS, 15 

TH11 DOCUMIINI' WAS PREPARED 11¥ RO¥ F. Wl!S'l'ON. INC. BXWI-.Y FUa EPA. R' SHALL N01' BB PP! l:MIIID OP DIICUJIIID DI 
WHDLB OR IN PART WffllOUT 11IE BXPRESII, WIU1TEN PERN15SION OP l!PA. 
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(Version 2.0). The site received a PAscore of significant value to warrant evaluation of the site 
using PREscore. PREscore was used to develop and document the HRS score for the site 1n 
more detail. 

Factors that had the areatest influence on the Phase m PR.Escorc evalmmoo arc identified in lhe 
following sections. Conclusions concerning the site HRS score are pzesent.ed followi.11& the 
discussion of factors affecting the PREscore. The Phase m PREscore pat-bge for the site is 
provided as Attachment 2. 

WASTE SOURCE CHARACTERISTICS 

1be labmatory analytical results for soil samples SS 2 anll SS 3 and sediment samples SliD-1, 
SED-2, and SED-3 were wllected from the pits durJ&g the SIP &11d can be used to cbaracterize 
the potential HWSAs. 

Four waste source areas were identified in the file review and site reconnaissance. They consist 
of four pits used to store waste oils from the DS ship cleaning and repair operation. Pit 4 is 
actually three pits according to a Wink Engineering repon; however, the pits are aligned in 
series, covered over, and vegeuted. For purposes of the Phase ID report, they me desipatal 
together as Pit 4. The other three pits (I, 2, and 3) ue exposed and covered by a black crusty 
substance. Pits 1, 2, and 3 are elevated and surrounded by a 3- to 6-foot be.1111. The four pm 
together have an approximatt.d surface area of 294,000 squue feet. The waste cbaractaistics 
of the site were assessed rm the groundwater. soil, and surface water exposure pathways. 

Samples collected from the pits indicate the presence of volatiles, semivolatile organics, 
pesticides, and metals. Sediment analytical results reported at concentrations exceeding three 
times background concentrations are summarized in Attachment 3, Tables 2 and 3. Soil 
analytical results reported at concentrations three times background concentrations are 
summarized in Attachment 3, Table 4. The CLP data summary package is provided as 
Auaehment 4 and photodocumentation is provided as Attachment S. 

Gro11uclwaler Palbn:r 

WBTON did not collect any 1roundwater samples as part of this effort. As part of the 
monitoring well installation in 1984, soil borings wem drilled at the sire. The borings indicated 
low permeability silty clays to 50 feet below 1rade. No groundwater uses, domestic or 
industrial, were documented wlthm a 1-male radius of the site. The factors that most influmced 
lhe groundwater pathway Phase III score are as follows: 

• rnor information stating that there is no groundwater use within 1 mile of the 

T1DB DOCUIONT WAS l'IU!PARBD BY ROY P. Wl!STON, INC. EXPRl!SSLY FOR l!PA, rr SHAU. NOT BP IPI PUPO OR DIICLOll!D IN 
WIIOI..I!! DR IN PART WITHOUT THE EXPRl!SS. Voll I I EN l'ERMIISJON DP l!P"A. 

w:46182722 ....... s 
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traffic. 

• Several on-site workers are resent in the industrial 

11118 DOCUMl!NT WAI PIU!PARBD BY ROY F. wen'ON. INC. EXPll!SSLY POil l!PA. ff SHALL NOT BB IU!U!ASBD OR DIICUJIIIID IN 
WHOLE OR IN PART WffllOUf THB EXPllBIS. WRI1'T1!N Pl'!RMISSION OF EPA. 
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WF.STON identified several data aans durimr the file review and PREscore evaluation. Some 
of these data uos were filled (as directed bv EPA vn charin2 Phase UI dala collection; however. 
additional data aaPS remain and may sianificandy affect lhe site score. The mOSI critical 
remaining data gaps include the following: 

• Additional analytical data to indicate if hazardous materials present at the site are 
releasing to Bayou La Carpe and the Houma Navigational Canal. 

• Additional analytical data to determine if huardous materials are arrec:tillg the 
Houma water r1ant. 

• ft.u~1uona1 mvesugauon or me sen11tive enVlronI!l~ms associau.u _ ~111 uu: 
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Concerns associated with the mi2ration of hazardous constituents from the site and exnosure 
pathways are summaril.Cd as follows: 

• Based on the information presented in the Groundwater Pathway section, a 
release of huardous constituents to groundwater is of little concern. A release 
to groundwater has not been documented, the subsurface soils are relatively 
impermeable, and no groundwater use has been identified in the vicinity of the 
site. 

• aasca on tne mtormauon presen1ca 10 me :sunace water ramway section, a 
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